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Architectural Association  
Visiting School

 
Visiting School

Unique, dynamic, independent and international, 
the Architectural Association (AA) was originally set 
up in 1847 as a public forum and learned society. 
However the AA is much more than the UK’s oldest 
school of architecture. What makes the teaching and 
learning of architecture unique at the AA is found 
in the demand it places on teachers as well as their 
students, to clearly communicate the larger cultural 
agendas relating to where they think architecture is 
heading.

Architectural Association 

The AA Visiting School (AAVS) is an extension to 
and embodiment of the AA School’s ‘unit system’ 
of teaching and learning architecture. The hallmark 
of this model is the delivery of distinctive, highly 
focused design agendas delivered to a small 
collaborative group of students, architects and other 
creative people in the development of projects. 
The AAVS is similarly about learning, exploring, 
collaborating and experimenting in order to 
reimagine the shape, form and expectations of 
architectural education.
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70% of our planet is covered in water, however the 
freshwater we use to drink, bathe in and irrigate our 
farm fields is incredibly rare. Only 3% of the world’s 
water is fresh water with two-thirds concealed in 
frozen glaciers and other immediately unavailable 
locations.

As a result, some 1.1 billion people worldwide lack 
access to water, and a total of 2.7 billion find water 
scarce for at least one month of the year. Many of 
the water systems that keep ecosystems thriving and 
feed a growing human population have become 
stressed. Rivers, lakes and aquifers are drying up 
or becoming over polluted whilst more than half the 
world’s wetlands have disappeared. Agriculture 
consumes more water than any other source and 
wastes much of that through inefficiencies and 
traditional farming methods. Climate change is 
altering weather patterns and water distribution 
around the world, resulting in water shortages, 
droughts and floods. At the current consumption 
rate, this situation will only get worse. By 2025 (less 
than 10 years), two-thirds of the world’s population 
may face water shortages whilst ecosystems around 
the world will suffer even further.

Agriculture uses 70% of the world’s accessible 
freshwater, but some 60% of this is wasted due 
to leaky irrigation systems, inefficient application 
methods coupled with the cultivation of thirsty crops. 
This wasteful use of water is resulting in dried out 
rivers, lakes and underground aquifers. This is a 
global issue with countries such as; India, China, 
Australia, Spain and the United States being close 
to capacity. Intensifying this situation is the fact that 
agriculture also generates considerable freshwater 
pollution as pesticides.

Global Issue
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The Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change (IPCC) has 
produced reports assessing 
scientific literature on the impact 
of climate change, projecting that 
southern Europe’s crop productivity 
will radically reduce due to 
dramatic water shortages.
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This agenda raises awareness 
of the consequence that climate 
change brings to the local 
community and the repercussions 
which can be felt with limited 
water and food resources 
throughout Europe. We will be 
starting a dialogue amongst 
designers, architects, biologists, 
horticulturists and scientists, to 
discover alternative methods of 
water catchment and management 
architectures, for implementation 
by current and future generations.
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The Granada Visiting School opens a platform for 
both local and international students to work, live, 
eat, swim, drink, question, explore and interact with 
water in the Sierra Nevada Mountains. 

The Sierra Nevada, Unesco Biosphere Reserve, 
Natural and National Parks encompass 80km 
of mountainous terrain that constitute areas of 
outstanding scenic and ecological values and a 
water system that is of utmost importance. This 
natural and historical region of Andalusia includes 
the two highest mountains in mainland Spain; 
the Mulhacen and the Veleta, feeding an area of 
2,000km2. These precious landmarks, covered 
with snow, melt throughout the year to facilitate the 
journey of water into eagerly awaiting livelihoods 
downstream, however the drained water resources 
are estimated at 750hm3/year.  

Carried by a dozen wild mountain rivers arising 
in borreguiles and glacial lakes this valuable and 
fragile source travels from the Peninsula’s highest 
peaks at 3,482m giving life to everything and 
everyone it encounters, whilst accommodating an 
annual thriving agricultural economy for the region.

The Arabs from the Moroccan Berber-Muslim 
dynasty, the true architects of water regulation 
in these mountains, understood the function of 
the water cycle and worked conscientiously to 
improve and adapt it for community needs. These 
structures are still in use today, creating a population 
dependant on these ancient infrastructures to divide 
the waters of the Alpujarras in a multitude of sources 
to satisfy new agricultural risks.

The Alpujarra
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Today, agriculture in the Alpujarras is practically 
disappearing, the causes of this neglect lie in 
insufficient resources, a dramatically reduced 
labour force and profitability of traditional farming, 
reinforced by a lack of commitment by a younger 
generation who are attracted to urban vocations 
and are abandoning the rural landscape. This 
presents a great threat to the agricultural community, 
the economy and the maintenance/use of these 
imperative architectural water infrastructures, 
affecting the abundance of water which not only 
facilitates food production for the region but is 
distributed internationally to feed populations across 
Europe (including the supermarkets of the UK).

The traditional farming methods used in the 
mountains consist of repetitive ploughing and 
diminishing of rich top soils, leaving little room for 
competition with modern intensive horticulture on the 
flat planes of the coast, where fertilisers and mono-
crop farming is common practice. Both methods 
are under attack by the dissipating population 
and the reduction of water resources. However the 
Alpujarras has seen a surge in permaculture farming 
methods introduced by its recent diverse population 
of international inhabitants from all over the globe, 
who are beginning to share their knowledge for 
alternative agricultural methods. These practices 
highlight the desperate need for innovative 
knowledge and intervention in water management to 
play a key role in climate mitigation and adaptation, 
both locally and nationally.

Agriculture
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The requirement for manageable 
and durable alternatives is 
paramount for this population 
to mitigate its present state of 
flux; mirroring the dissipation 
of farming occupations and 
communities that is dramatically 
occurring across the globe.
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The Granada Visiting School is an architectural 
design workshop to develop alternative water 
regulatory solutions for the local agricultural 
communities of the Alpujarras. This speculative and 
collective learning course works with distinct sites 
of local ‘producers’ and land owners, on farming 
situations that present individual water dissipation 
and containment issues. 

In September 2016 the Architectural Association will 
assemble amongst the unique mountainous terrain 
of southern Spain to inspire students to experiment, 
design and speculate on a future vision for water 
conservation for this European nation. Within an 
intensively socialised environment and set behind 
an outstanding backdrop, we will embed ourselves 
deep in the high Alpujarras, studying varying farms 
between 500-2000m in altitude. 

Students will be encouraged and inspired to 
imagine, create and realise their designs by working 
closely with immediate communities to address 
individual needs whilst being immersed into hands-
on experimentation of naturally, locally grown 
materials and exploring the potential of leading 
building information modelling technology and 
design software capabilities. 

The Granada Visiting School aims to build on these 
skills informing a resilience amongst the community, 
to prepare inhabitants for an uncertain future with 
less available resources, through implementation 
and adaptation of new strategies, ideas and 
intervention centred on changing climates.
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The aim of the Granada Visiting school is to expose 
students to the unique present day issues arising 
within water management and infrastructure. 
Tackling this global issue from an architectural stand 
point, the course will encourage students to use 
water as a variable to design through provocative 
experimentation on the limits, attributes and future of 
this precious resource; all of which is aligned closely 
to the AA’s design development methodology.

Within the course schedule we will be undertaking 
intensive software classes, tutorials and pin-ups to 
constantly evaluate and evolve student concepts.

Over the course of the twelve day workshop students 
will be taught various data mapping techniques, 3D 
modelling/parametric programs, as well as hydro-
fluid dynamic software. This will allow students to 
experiment and respond to the extreme climatic 
context of different agricultural site conditions. 
Representation, rendering and relevant animation 
programs will also be taught to enable the 
presentation of proposals in a competition format.

Supplemented with educational lecturers by 
inhabitants, architects, artists, scientists and a variety 
of horticulturists, we will learn from this historic and 
uniquely vibrant culture. This will form a knowledge 
base of the local architectural vernacular, the 
extent of water reliability, differences in material 
flexibility and a considerate understanding of 
this ever changing environment. Eco-tourism and 
permaculture conditions will also be explored, 
allowing students to embrace the developing 
sustainable culture prevalent in the Alpujarras.

Schedule 
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01  
Water 101 
Pre-existing water 
infrastructure
Expedition of pre-existing 
water distribution systems

02
Site Analysis
Getting to know your site
Teams begin mapping their 
sites, identifying water 
needs versus availability

03 

Form and Systems 
Conclusions shared     
Open dialogue developing 
initial site proposals

04 
Materials
Materiality
Design and visualization 
of form, materialiaty and 
scale through prototype 
experimentation

05
Install
Construct
Presentation, selecting 
design for fabrication at 
1:1 scale

06
Sustaining 
Communities
Proposals shared 
Presentation to engage with 
the local community
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The Granada Visiting School welcomes 
a wide variety of sponsorship and 
collaboration, to discuss any additional or 
specific opportunities please contact us at:                                         
granada@aaschool.ac.uk

Gold
Course partner
£7,000

Silver
Course sponsor
£5,000

Bronze
Student sponsor
£2,000

In kind
Resources sponsor

Sponsorship 
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Gold
Course partner
£7,000

Part of the team

Your company will have 
an ongoing dialogue 
with architects, teachers, 
students and other 
sponsors who attend 
or support the school 
through our social media 
channels.

Sustainability promotion

Due to the sustainable 
threads that underline 
this course, you will be 
able to communicate 
that your company is 
supporting educational 
programs to highlight 
climate change, 
sustainable construction 
and innovative design 
delivered through 
educational methods that 
look at ways to improve 
water management 
at local and regional 
scales.

Global branding 
exposure

Logo’s and brand 
identity will be 
featured on all posters, 
brochures, prospectus, 
exhibition material, 
website and social 
media issued by the 
AA Granada Visiting 
School.

Local branding exposure

Branded banners 
and your company 
brochures/material 
will be allocated 
physical prominance 
at all presentations 
and on digital media 
presentations.

Educational partner

Your company will 
be named as Course 
Partner on all AA 
Granada Visiting School 
material and the wider 
reaching AA Global 
Visiting School Dossiers.
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Silver
Course sponsor
£5,000

Sustainability promotion

Due to the sustainable 
threads that underline 
this course, you will be 
able to communicate 
that your company is 
supporting educational 
programs to highlight 
climate change, 
sustainable construction 
and innovative design 
delivered through 
educational methods that 
look at ways to improve 
water management 
at local and regional 
scales. 

Global branding 
exposure

Logo’s and brand 
identity will be 
featured on all posters, 
brochures, prospectus, 
exhibition material, 
website and social 
media issued by the 
AA Granada Visiting 
School.

Educational sponsor

Your company name 
will appear on all AA 
Granada Visiting School 
material.
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Bronze
Student sponsor
£2,000

Sustainability promotion

Due to the sustainable 
threads that underline 
this course, you will be 
able to communicate 
that your company is 
supporting educational 
programs to highlight 
climate change, 
sustainable construction 
and innovative design 
delivered through 
educational methods that 
look at ways to improve 
water management 
at local and regional 
scales. 

Global branding 
exposure

Logo’s and brand 
identity will be 
featured on all posters, 
brochures, prospectus, 
exhibition material, 
website and social 
media issued by the 
AA Granada Visiting 
School.

Student sponsor

A sample of the 
sponsored student´s 
work plus your logo 
featured on all their 
presentation material 
which will be exposed to 
the larger architectural 
community.
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In kind
Resource sponsor

Sustainability promotion

Due to the sustainable 
threads that underline 
this course, you will be 
able to communicate 
that your company is 
supporting educational 
programs to highlight 
climate change, 
sustainable construction 
and innovative design 
delivered through 
educational methods that 
look at ways to improve 
water management 
at local and regional 
scales. 

Global branding 
exposure

Logo’s and brand 
identity will be 
featured on all posters, 
brochures, prospectus, 
exhibition material, 
website and social 
media issued by the 
AA Granada Visiting 
School.

Resource sponsor

Your company will be 
credited with aiding with 
supplying resources for 
the course.
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Thinking of making a donation?

Please contact one of the course directors with any 
questions or for more information by sending an 
e-mail to: granada@aaschool.ac.uk

01 Wire transfer 
A donation can be made via wire transfer to 
with the account details stated below. With any 
payment, please ensure to add the reference code: 
VSEUGRANAD.

Bank name Lloyds TSB 
Branch 113–117 Oxford St, London W1D 2HW 
Account title The Architectural Association (Inc) 
Account no 00039078 
Clearing code 30-98-71 
IBAN GB03LOYD30987100039078 
Swift no LOYDGB2L

02 Cheque 
A donation can be made by cheque being sent to 
the address below. With any cheque please write on 
the back the reference code: VSEUGRANAD.

Attn:- Andrea Ghaddar

Granada Visiting School 
Architectural Association 
London WC1B 3ES

03 Online 
A donation can be made online using any major 
credit card by visiting: granada.aaschool.ac.uk

The Architectural Association (Inc) is a Registered Charity no 311083 
and a Company limited by guarantee. Registered in England no 171402. 
Registered office as above. By donating you are allowing the AA to claim 
Gift Aid on your donation. It will represent an additional 25p for every £1 
donated at no extra cost to you.

Payment Details
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Vision statement

This altruistic program sees water catchment 
architectures as a solution to relay the need for 
water retention methods that are both manageable 
and durable whist raising awareness of climate 
changes. 

In engaging local and international professionals 
we hope to provide not just a design workshop 
but also an annual platform to give a wider voice 
to mountainous agricultural communities. This 
involves re-imagining new methods for capturing 
this precious resource with innovative designs, 
formulated and presented by and for a future 
generation of Spanish horticulturists and architects.

It is through engaging with institutions that we 
believe the legacy of the student portfolios 
will become a truly sustainable one. Through 
lightweight intervention we will allow for a range of 
opportunities involving water management solutions 
and enabling sustainable development.

The Granada Visiting School would not be able 
to exist without the support of our many gracious 
sponsors. We welcome any collaborators, potential 
lecturers or financial donations. If you would like 
to offer any support, or require further information, 
please contact Granada Visiting School via the 
methods expressed on the opposite page.

Programme Directors 
Kasang Kajang 
Sarah Huelin

Email  
granada@aaschool.ac.uk

Microsites 
granada.aaschool.ac.uk

www.aaschool.ac.uk/
study/visiting/granada

For full bio’s of tutors and 
lecturers please refer to the 
Granada Visiting School 
Course guide or visit the 
microsites.
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Sponsors

Course Sponsor Educational Collaborator

AA Granada Visiting School
Architectural Association School of Architecture
36 Bedford Square
London
WC1B 3ES
United Kingdom

+44 (0)20 7887 4014
visitingschool@aaschool.ac.uk

Lecture Collaborator


